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Provacuno and Apaq-W highlight the beef sector’s 
commitment to the 2050 Carbon Neutrality Goal at 

a European symposium that brought together 
more than 600 participants 

 
Brussels, November 17, 2025. The 1st Symposium on the Sustainability of European 
Beef, held this week in Brussels and organised by Provacuno and APAQ-W, convened 
more than 600 participants both in person and online — a strong indicator of the 
growing interest in sustainability across the sector. As the first event of its kind in the 
European Union, the symposium provided a high-level forum for exchange, bringing 
together international experts, researchers, policymakers, and representatives of the 
beef sector. Throughout the day, they explored the key economic, social, and 
environmental challenges facing European livestock production, while sharing 
concrete solutions and collective insights to support the transition towards more 
sustainable production models. 

For Javier López, director of Provacuno: "This symposium shows the efforts we are 
making in the European beef sector to move towards livestock production in line with 
European Union objectives, such as climate neutrality and sustainable rural 
development, but it is also a space for sharing experiences between institutions, 
researchers, producers, and citizens themselves." 

For his part, Philippe Mattart, director general of Apaq-W, referred to the objectives 
to be achieved with this event and with the program itself: "We want European 
citizens to be aware of the added value that the European production model based 
on good practices brings to achieving the 2050 Carbon Neutrality Goal that Europe 
has set for all its citizens. Sustainability is the only way forward, and this program 
allows us to walk that path together."  

A 360º view of the sustainability of European beef 

Under the slogan “For a sustainable Europe, the special mission of beef,” the 
symposium offered a 360º exploration of sustainability through four thematic round 
tables. Each session brought together high-level international speakers who 
examined the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of sustainability, as 
well as the sector’s commitment to reducing emissions and improving soil health. The 
event was coordinated and moderated by Italian journalist Andrea Bertaglio, a 
recognised expert on sustainability, climate change, and environmental issues, 
ensuring a dynamic and insightful exchange throughout the day. 

The round table on Economic Sustainability “Viable and affordable production” 
highlighted the essential conditions required for the sector to remain resilient during 
the sustainability transition. Speakers agreed that farmers cannot support a green 
transition unless they are able to make a decent living and operate within clear, 
coherent and fair policy frameworks.  
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Benoît Cassart (livestock farmer and MEP, Belgium) stressed that sustainability can 
only be consolidated when we truly understand the realities of rural life.  

Heinz Osterloh (former President of the German Livestock and Meat Trade 
Association) illustrated how some policy inconsistencies can create market 
bottlenecks and rising costs, calling for a balanced approach between regulation, 
production costs and international competition.  

Luigi Scordamaglia (CEO of Filiera Italia) warned that a combination of inadequate 
policies, economic pressure, rural abandonment and unrealistic expectations placed 
on untested technological alternatives — such as lab-grown meat — risks 
undermining both sustainable production and food security.  

Dr Peer Ederer (Director of GFAN) emphasised the fundamental role of economics in 
any sustainability debate. He called for a renewed focus on the scientific method, 
noting that policy decisions must be based on evidence rather than perceptions, and 
must consider both shadow costs and shadow benefits in order to reflect the full 
picture. 

The round table on Social Sustainability – “The meat sector as a social driver” – 
highlighted the crucial role of the beef sector in maintaining vibrant, resilient rural 
communities. Speakers underlined that social sustainability goes far beyond 
employment: it encompasses generational renewal, equal opportunities, access to 
essential services, and the preservation of cultural identity.  

From his dual perspective as a young farmer and MEP, Alexander Bernhuber stressed 
that without generational renewal, there is no rural future. Attracting young people 
requires access to land, technology, digitalisation, and the prospect of a stable, 
dignified livelihood.  

Former French MEP Irène Tolleret highlighted the infrastructural inequalities that still 
hinder rural development, insisting on the need for gender equality and stronger 
support for women, who play a pivotal role in sustaining rural life. 

Liam MacHale (Director of the Brussels Office of the Irish Farmers' Association) 
reminded participants of the deep cultural and historical roots of livestock farming in 
Ireland — and across Europe. Breaking with this legacy, he warned, could lead not to 
progress but to a form of social collapse, as rural services, traditions, and identities 
erode. 

Finally, Giuliano Marchesin (Director of Intercarne Italia) emphasised the key role of 
interprofessional organisations in connecting production, quality and community. By 
fostering awareness, traceability and trust between the countryside and society, they 
help build the social cohesion on which the sector’s future depends. 

The round table on Environmental Sustainability – “The meat sector’s path toward  
reducing emissions and improving soil quality” – highlighted a shared conviction: 
meaningful environmental progress is achievable when clear objectives are 
combined with robust data, practical tools, and solutions adapted to each country’s 
specific realities. 
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Matilde Moro (Director General of ASOPROVAC and Spanish coordinator of the LIFE 
Beef Carbon initiative) demonstrated how sustainability and profitability can reinforce 
one another when farmers are supported with evidence-based targets and context-
specific tools to reduce emissions while improving soil health. 

Prof. Fernando Estellés (Polytechnic University of Valencia) stressed the importance 
of strengthening collaboration between science and production, noting that genuine 
progress emerges when scientific knowledge is translated into practical 
environmental benefits. Regulations, he added, must be grounded in scientific facts, 
real-world constraints and societal values — and remain truly evidence-based. 

Ruaraidh Petre (Executive Director of the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef) 
warned that there is a risk of dismantling one of the world’s most environmentally 
efficient livestock systems due to misguided perceptions. Reversing this trend 
requires better metrics, targeted investment — particularly in lower-income regions 
— and a stronger focus on measurable progress. 

Finally, Prof. Víctor Resco de Dios (University of Lleida) reminded participants that 
pastures and grazing livestock are not obstacles to environmental improvement but 
natural allies in the fight against climate change. Well-managed grazing systems help 
reduce wildfire risks, preserve biodiversity, and strengthen the resilience of rural 
landscapes. 

The final round table brought together sector representatives Javier López, Philippe 
Mattart and Guillaume Gauthier (President of SELMA – Sustainable European 
Livestock & Meat Association) to reflect on the collective commitments needed to 
strengthen the sustainability of European beef. They highlighted the importance of 
communication, transparency and collaboration across Europe, even in a context 
where production systems vary significantly from one country to another. At a time 
when the sector faces some of the most delicate and existential challenges in its 
history, the speakers called for stronger coordination between stakeholders to 
ensure coherent progress. 

The discussion also emphasised that building a sustainable future for European beef 
requires more than technical solutions: it demands shared responsibility, the 
engagement of both producers and society, and a renewed effort to reconnect 
sustainable production models with the rural territories they depend on. 

In his closing remarks, Frédéric Leroy, Technical Director of the symposium and 
Professor of Food Science and Biotechnology at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), 
summarised the day’s discussions by emphasising the collective nature of 
sustainability in the European beef sector. Sustainability, he noted, begins when 
farmers can make a decent living from their work, and reaches its full potential only 
when society understands, supports and actively participates in that commitment. 

He reminded participants that the role of European cattle extends far beyond food 
production: livestock keeps rural territories alive, helps preserve landscapes, and 
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strengthens Europe’s diverse social and cultural identities. Leroy also thanked the 
speakers, organisations and attendees for their contribution to a day of rich, high-
level debate, and emphasised the importance of continuing this shared effort. The 
sector, he concluded, looks forward to advancing this work together — and to 
meeting again in 2027 for the second edition of the symposium. 

 

In the photo, from left to right, Frédéric Leroy, Philippe Mattart, Guillaume Gauthier, Javier López, and 
Andrea Bertaglio.  

 

ABOUT PROVACUNO: The Interprofessional Agri-Food Organization for Beef is a private, non-profit, nationwide entity 
made up of the main organizations in the beef production and processing/marketing sector in Spain. It defends the 
interests of the sector and serves as a meeting place and forum for debate to improve the situation of the sector's 
food chain.  
 
ABOUT APAQ-W: The Walloon Agency for the Promotion of Quality Agriculture is a Belgian public body whose 
objective is to support farmers and agricultural activity by creating a promotion and communication agency 
specialising in agriculture, including horticulture, its services and the processing of agricultural products. It is an agro-
industrial organisation created in 2003. It is headed by the Walloon Minister responsible for agriculture. 
 
Sustainable European Beef (SEUB) is a three-year promotion plan (2025-2027) co-financed by European funds that 
follows the guidelines of Regulation (EU) No. 1144/2014 on raising awareness of the benefits of EU agricultural 
products and the high standards met by EU production methods.  This program is specifically focused on promoting 
and motivating producers and all actors in the value chain to adopt measures and tools aimed at continuously 
improving sustainability. Specifically, the sub-themes to be addressed are: a) Climate change mitigation, including 
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from agricultural practices, as well as the maintenance of existing carbon 
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stocks and the reduction of emissions, and the improvement of carbon capture. b) Prevention of degradation, 
restoration, improvement of fertility, nutrient management, and soil biota. 
 
 

For more information on the campaign, please visit the website: www.vacunosostenible.eu 
 

Further information: 
Elvira Martín  

elviramartin@coonic.com 
636 518 803 
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